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To: Heads of Departments in Higher Education Institutions teaching Archaeology

Re: Inclusive, Accessible, Archaeology (HEFCE FDTL5)

Dear Colleague,

The passing of recent legislation relating to the education and employment of disabled people (DDA 1995, SENDA 2002) presents archaeologists with a new set of challenges. By law, we must not discriminate against any individual on the grounds of their actual, or perceived, disability in relation to their employment or education.
In response to this, the Archaeology Departments at Reading and Bournemouth Universities are researching the issues surrounding disability and archaeological fieldwork. 
We are being funded by HEFCE, and we also have the support of the Institute of Field Archaeologists, the Council for British Archaeology, Oxford Archaeology, the HE Academy and English Heritage.

Through questionnaire and telephone survey, assessment and practical field trials, the project aims to achieve the following objectives:

· increase the awareness of disability issues in Archaeology and improve its integration into fieldwork teaching

· maximise the opportunity for all students to participate in fieldwork

· increase all students’ awareness of the transferable skills learned through archaeological fieldwork by developing a self-assessment tool kit that can be easily integrated into existing programmes of fieldwork training and/or careers management

· produce guidelines in the management of field activities for accessibility by highlighting examples of good practice (all other information will be used anonymously)

The project will also benefit Archaeology subject providers in that it will:

· help us to comply with the SENDA legislation by putting in place ‘anticipatory’ measures to integrate disabled students into fieldwork training

· aid in estimating fieldwork costs for disabled students and assist in making early cases to cover costs as part of their support grants

· potentially influence the discussion of the banding of archaeological degrees, by highlighting the appropriate measures and cost implications for disabled students to participate in fieldwork training

The first part of the project is to survey existing practices in archaeological education and employment in relation to disability. I have enclosed a questionnaire, and would be most grateful if a member of your Department could complete this. If there is a specific member of staff in your Department who you would consider as a relevant contact for us, Special Needs Officer or Fieldwork Co-ordinator, we will be most happy to work through them. We are also interested in individual case studies of disabled students, as well as staff. If there are potentially such individuals in your Department, would you be willing to approach them for us? This questionnaire will be followed by one directed to disabled students, and we would be very grateful if you could distribute these to the appropriate individuals.
I have appended a few notes to assist you in completing the questionnaire. If you would prefer, we can contact you by telephone. Electronic copies of the questionnaire are also available from the email address on the header of this letter and at:

 ‘www.hca.heacademy.ac.uk/access-archaeology/inclusive_accessible’.
I enclose an SAE.

Yours faithfully,

Professor Roberta Gilchrist

INCLUSIVE, ACCESSIBLE, ARCHAEOLOGY
The data you supply in the questionnaire will be used by the “Inclusive, Accessible, Archaeology” project team in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. The data will be used for research purposes only as part of the project outlined above and for no other purpose. The final report and any other documents that will be produced will be written in such a way that it will not be possible to identify individual persons, institutions or other organisations as participants. We will use the fact that you return a completed questionnaire to us as evidence of your consent to use your data in the manner outlined above.

This survey has been designed to collect a certain amount of quantitative data, but we are especially interested in your personal experiences of disability in archaeological education, both positive and negative aspects.

The following identifies the scope of disabilities/impairments you may like to consider when responding to the questions. However, please feel free to identify any additional disabilities/impairments you have experience of:
Dyslexia (and similar conditions)

Unseen disabilities/impairments, eg. Allergies, Arthritis, Asthma, Ataxia, 
Diabetes, Epilepsy, Heart Condition, ME, Phobias, etc.

Hearing impairment

Wheelchair user/restricted mobility
Aspergers Syndrome/Autism

Mental illness
Visual impairment

INCLUSIVE, ACCESSIBLE, ARCHAEOLOGY QUESTIONNAIRE

To: Heads of Departments and Fieldwork Co-Ordinators in English HEI Archaeology Departments

(electronic versions are available from the email address at the end and  www.hca.heacademy.ac.uk/access-archaeology/inclusive_accessible)
Please continue any answers on a separate sheet if necessary.
Part 1: Archaeological fieldwork in your degree programme(s)
1.1 Please indicate the number of students registered for Archaeology undergraduate degrees in the academic year 2004/2005: 
	Degree
	No of FT Students (all years)
	No of PT Students (all years)

	Single/Major
	
	

	Subsidiary
	
	

	Joint
	
	


1.2 Please indicate the amount of time spent on practical teaching sessions of archaeological field techniques (as opposed to participation in an actual fieldwork project in vacations) in hours applicable to your degree programme(s):
	Degree
	Compulsory – No of Hours
	Optional – No of Hours

	Single/Major
	
	

	Subsidiary
	
	

	Joint
	
	


1.3 Please indicate the amount of participation on a fieldwork project in vacation time required (in days) applicable to your degree programme(s):
	Degree
	Compulsory – No of Days
	Optional – No of Days

	Single/Major
	
	

	Subsidiary
	
	

	Joint
	
	


1.4 Please indicate the archaeological field techniques taught to undergraduate students participating in practical teaching sessions of archaeological techniques (as opposed to participation in a fieldwork project during vacations) and whether these are assessed as part of your degree programme(s) (please tick). Please use the empty boxes to describe activities not included in the list:
	Technique
	Taught?
	Assessed?

	Excavation
	
	

	Recording Techniques
	
	

	Planning
	
	

	Instrument Survey (eg Level, EDM)
	
	

	Environmental Sampling
	
	

	Processing of Artefacts
	
	

	Field Survey
	
	

	Geophysics
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


1.5 Please indicate the archaeological field techniques taught to undergraduate students participating in fieldwork projects during vacations and whether these are assessed as part of your degree programme(s) (please tick). Please use the empty boxes to describe activities not included in the list:
	Technique
	Taught?
	Assessed?

	Excavation
	
	

	Recording Techniques
	
	

	Planning
	
	

	Instrument Survey (eg Level, EDM)
	
	

	Environmental Sampling
	
	

	Processing of Artefacts
	
	

	Field Survey
	
	

	Geophysics
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


1.6 Are the students undertaking an archaeology degree trained ‘in-house’ on fieldwork techniques through practical teaching sessions and/or fieldwork projects? (please tick):

	Yes
	

	No
	


If no, please give brief details of how they acquire their experience and how this is assessed:

1.7 Please describe briefly any other fieldwork experience included in your degree programme(s), including the approximate amount of time in days:

Part 2: Disabled students
2.1 How many of the students currently registered on your degree programme(s) for 2004/2005 are you aware of being disabled and what are their disabilities/impairments? (see covering letter for examples of disabilities/impairments):

	Disability/Impairment
	Number of Students

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2.2 Does your Department, or another body within your Institution, make any special pre-enrolment arrangements for potential archaeology students who are disabled? For example, Open Days, interviews, in the information on courses, on your web site, etc. (please tick):

	Yes
	

	No
	


If yes, please give brief details and the body making the arrangements:
2.3 Where your Department has had experience of a disabled student(s) participating in practical teaching sessions and fieldwork projects, please indicate the support you have provided (please tick):
	Discussion of students’ needs (preparatory session)
	

	Travel arrangements
	

	Location and access to sites
	

	Health and Safety issues
	

	Risk Assessments
	

	Integrity of archaeological deposits
	

	Student peer support
	

	Supervision
	

	Method of instruction
	

	Students’ contribution to group work
	

	Assessment
	

	Financial support/additional resources
	

	Follow-up sessions
	

	Others (please specify below)
	


Others:
If you have any further details (examples/case studies) about your experiences in providing support for disabled students, we would very much appreciate your comments (please continue on a separate sheet if necessary):
2.4 Is your Department aware of any disabled student(s) who has decided not to take your degree programme(s), or who has changed degree programme, because of the actual or perceived difficulties of participating in practical teaching sessions or fieldwork projects? (please tick):
	
	Practical Sessions
	Field Projects

	Yes
	
	

	No
	
	

	Don’t Know
	
	


If yes to any of the above, please give brief details:

2.5 Is your Department aware of any cases where a practical teaching session, or its assessment, has been waived or modified for a disabled student? (please tick):

	
	Session waived
	Session modified
	Assessment waived
	Assessment modified

	Yes
	
	
	
	

	No
	
	
	
	

	Don’t Know
	
	
	
	


If yes to any of the above, please give brief details:

2.6 Is your Department aware of any cases where a required field project, or its assessment, has been waived or modified for a disabled student? (please tick):

	
	Project waived 
	Project modified
	Assessment waived
	Assessment modified

	Yes
	
	
	
	

	No
	
	
	
	

	Don’t Know
	
	
	
	


If yes to any of the above, please give brief details:

Part 3: Policy and staff training
3.1 Are you fully aware of your obligations under, and the implications of, the Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (SENDA)? (please tick):

	Yes
	

	No
	


3.2 Are you aware of organisations that provide external support mechanisms eg National Disability Team, SKILL etc (please tick):

	Yes
	

	No
	


If yes, have you consulted any of these organisations and which ones?
3.3 Will this legislation change the way in which your department teaches archaeological fieldwork techniques to undergraduate students? (please tick):

	Yes
	

	No
	


If yes, please give brief details:

3.4 How many of the academic staff in your department have had disability equality training? Please indicate the approximate number, and the nature of the training:

3.5 Are the practical training sessions and field projects in your degree programme(s) affected by any Institutional written policy or guidelines relating to disabled students? (please tick):
	Yes
	

	No
	


If yes, we would be very grateful if you could send us a copy of the section(s) relating to disabled students participating in practical training sessions and field projects.
3.6 Do you or any of your staff have a disability/impairment? This includes registered disabled as well as physical or mental conditions that could affect working (please tick):

	Yes
	

	No
	


If yes, please provide numbers and details of the disability (see covering letter for list of examples):

Part 4: Other Information
4.1 Are you willing to talk to us in more detail about your Department’s experiences? (please tick):
	Yes
	

	No
	


4.2 We are interested in building up a body of case studies based on the profiles of individual disabled students (and staff). These will be used on our website and in publications, but the anonymity of individual students, staff and institutions is guaranteed. If there are any students or staff in your Department who you think would be appropriate, are you willing to approach them on our behalf? (please tick):

	Yes
	

	No
	


4.3 Contact details:
Name


…………………………………

Position

…………………………………


Address

…………………………………




…………………………………

Telephone No
…………………………………

Email


…………………………………

4.4 Are there any other issues affecting the provision of support for disabled students participating in practical training sessions and archaeological field projects that your Department has experience of, or are a concern to you, your colleagues or your students? We would also be very interested in any suggestions that you can make that are based on your experiences. If so, please provide brief details (continue on a separate sheet if necessary):

Dr. Tim Phillips, Dept. of Archaeology, University of Reading, RG6 6AB.
inclusivearchaeology@reading.ac.uk
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