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APPAG REPORT

The meeting of the Historic Environment Forum on 2 May 2003 provided the first opportunity for the broader archaeological community to come together to consider your report, so I hope you will forgive the tardy response to such an important and thought-provoking document.

The Forum welcomes the report as a landmark in the development of the archaeological discipline.  It represents the first expression by parliament of the commitment of a significant proportion of its numbers to the cause of archaeology.  The success of APPAG in its short life in producing the report has indeed been astonishing and the Forum is particularly delighted to see that parliamentarians share our interest in the historic environment and its study through archaeology to such an extent that they were moved to put so much time and effort into producing the report.  I hope you will be able to pass on the thanks of the Forum and all its members for the work you have put in.

Needless to say there is much in the report we would like to explore further with members of APPAG.  But before we engage in detailed discussions we would like to explore all the recommendations in more detail, to assess the nature and scale of the advantages they would bring and also to anticipate what obstacles might lie in the way of their implementation.  To that end each of the recommendations has been assigned to one or more of the member bodies of the Forum, to research and to lead discussions at our next meeting.

As soon as we’ve had the time to undertake this research we will of course relay our thoughts to you, probably with suggestions of priorities for action.  In the meantime therefore we find ourselves unable to offer much more in the way of response than our very sincere thanks and a promise of an imminent analysis of how parliamentarians and archaeologists might act together to take forward your recommendations.

Peter Hinton

(Director, IFA)

