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## February 2004
Dear Ben,
HERITAGE COUNTS 2003

I am writing on behalf of the Historic Environment Forum to respond to the consultation on Heritage Counts 2003.

Several of the individual organisations that make up the Historic Environment Forum will be commenting individually on the draft indicators, and it is more appropriate for them to bring their particular bodies of expertise to bear in offering suggestions.  However the Forum did feel at its last meeting that it would like to offer its collective congratulations English Heritage on having produced such a valuable compendium of information on the state and value of the historic environment.  The report will be a very useful source of ammunition for the heritage community to argue the relevance and contribution of the historic environment, and with the potential for longitudinal studies will be extremely valuable for mapping the successes or otherwise of both government policy and the sector’s implementation of it.

With its specific concern with the study of the historic environment through archaeology the Forum was a little concerned about the relative paucity of archaeological statistics.  It is aware that some of its members may be working with you on the collation of additional information, but it hopes that for 2004 your timescale will allow you to make more use of some of the already available material.  As Heritage Counts has reported in the past, the television viewing statistics collated by the CBA show just how popular our subject is, and we would like to see government constantly reminded of the value of our discipline in bring the historic environment to ever-widening audiences.
Yours sincerely,
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Peter Hinton

