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Dear Mr Radley,
REVIEW OF AGRI-ENVIRONMENT SCHEMES: SECOND CONSULTATION – FRAMEWORK DOCUMENT

I am responding to this consultation on behalf of the Historic Environment Forum.  The Historic Environment Forum is an informal grouping of independent bodies concerned with the archaeological investigation, management and interpretation of the historic environment.  The Forum provides an opportunity for institutions to discuss matters of common concern, with the intention of establishing shared positions and promoting clear and consistent messages from practitioners and other stakeholders in the historic environment.  

The Forum welcomes the approach set out in the framework.  It is particularly pleased to note that conservation of the historic environment now has a higher profile, and hope that this emphasis carries through to implementation.
For a more detailed response we commend to you the submissions from the Council of British Archaeology and English Heritage. We are sure that you will make good use of these thorough analyses and see little benefit in repeating their sensible recommendations.  There is, however, two points we must emphasise.

1. We are concerned that there should be sufficient resources available to ensure that the schemes operate effectively.  At present DEFRA has insufficient archaeological staff to undertake the necessary surveys and give informed advice to farmers.  It will need to increase its capacity: either by recruiting or buying in services from local authorities, which government will need to supplement to meet this new demand, or from other competent organisations.

2. In addition to strengthened expert advice, there will be a need for general on-farm advisers to be given appropriate and accredited training in historic environment matters (including on whom to turn to for more further advice)

Without these additional provisions, and in spite of the efforts of DEFRA’s hard-pressed existing expert staff, there is the potential of irritating rather than guiding and supporting the farming community.
Yours sincerely,

Peter Hinton

(Director, Institute of Field Archaeologists)
