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NATIONAL HERITAGE BILL: Second Reading – Wednesday 31 October 2001

Thank you very much for your letter of 24 July 2001 enclosing a copy of the National Heritage Bill, which has been considered by the Historic Environment Forum.
The Historic Environment Forum regrets that some important archaeological provisions were lost with the Culture and Recreation Bill.  We would have preferred to see the government bring them forward, but in the absence of such moves we are pleased that you have been able to promote a Private Member’s Bill.  The Forum is particularly eager to see resolution of the issues of underwater archaeology and assistance in relation to protected wrecks.
I hope you will be able to convey to the House the Historic Environment Forum’s support for your Bill, representing as we do the broadest grouping of non-central government bodies concerned with archaeology.  If you feel it appropriate it might also be useful to emphasise the need for legislation on a number of other archaeological issues (for example relating to statutory status for records of sites and monuments) that are at least as urgent as those covered by the National Heritage Bill.  It would be helpful to persuade the Baroness Blackstone and her Government colleagues of the need to find parliamentary time for more comprehensive reform of heritage legislation.

I hope these comments are helpful, and wish you every success with your Bill.  If the Forum can provide any other comments or information please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Peter Hinton

Director, IFA

