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• The Bill
• New PPS & associated guidance
• The future of local government 
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Heritage Bill
• Long gestation 
• New philosophy (new unified register & 

consents)
• Mostly about national designation 
• An enhanced role for local government:
• Delegation of consents to local authorities
• New statutory duty for local Gov. to have 

HERs
• A catalyst for many other changes to heritage 

conservation
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Heritage Bill – ALGAO issues

• New designation criteria of special 
archaeological interest 

• Class consents for ploughing 

• Resources – for EH & local Gov.
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New Heritage PPS
• PPS & planning circular in place by July 09 ?

• PPS will provide a short policy statement on 
how all of the historic environment is 
managed by the spatial planning system

• Explain how the new unified HACs consents 
will relate to planning consents 
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PPS - benefits and risks

• Update PPGs 15 and 16, which are both in 
need of reform

• An opportunity to improve public benefit from 
the planning system

• Should provide simpler, holistic and more 
logical guidance  

• Will make heritage more integral with the 
new planning system 
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PPS - benefits and risks
• Potential challenges from developers
• Very short timetable
• lack of relevant skills and resources at EH esp. re. 

planning and archaeology
• Moving from 1 to 3 tiers of documents
• It is important that policy and development control 

are considered together if the PPS and planning 
circular/s are to be fit for purpose

• How to incorporate PARIS into the new PPS ?
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PPS – principles

• Public benefit
• Should encompass all of the historic 

environment
• Must include the ‘polluter pays’ principle
• That pre-application assessment is necessary to 

ensure that preservation/designation issues are 
considered

• EIA regulations provide good practice and a 
sound framework for above
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The future of local government - issues

• Discretionary historic environment services
• Local government reorganisation
• LAAs & LSPs – new local partnerships and 

the erosion of local democracy
• New performance culture
• Diminishing resources from central and local 

government – all will have to continue to ‘do 
more with less’
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2010 and beyond – with new act and PPS
• Gradual change 
• Developing a new relationship between EH 

and local government
• A fully holistic approach to historic 

environment by the sector
• Building on the best of PPG 16
• Greater public engagement in the 

conservation process
• Harnessing the potential of information 

technology 
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Buncefield, Herts - the growth 
agenda & use of IT
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East of Luton
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Conclusions
• HPR and its associated legislation and 

guidance provide a unique opportunity for 
local government – and the sector

• The only bright area in an otherwise 
gloomy/difficult future for local government 
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