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Briefing note for heritage debate in Westminster Hall on 25 Jan 2007
The Archaeology Forum submitted written evidence
 to the Culture, Media & Sport Select Committee and a delegation of Forum members also gave oral evidence to the Committee. We are satisfied that the Committee took on board our views and we welcome the Committee’s report. We were disappointed with the complacent Government response, particularly in relation to issues of resourcing.
We are anticipating a Government White Paper will be published in February 2007. The vision for the White Paper as set out by colleagues in English Heritage has our full support. There is a strong consensus among archaeologists that we should use this once in a generation opportunity to transform the way we protect and care for our archaeological heritage and enhance the public benefit of archaeological work.
In addition to much needed reforms to the way in which important historic assets are designated and managed, we are looking to see in the White Paper

· A statutory requirement for local authorities to provide historic environment services (preventing further problems like those recently announced in Northamptonshire
)

· An end to class consents permitting the ploughing of Scheduled Ancient Monuments (like Verulamium where considerable destruction continues through ploughing
)

· Reforms to planning guidance to define archaeological resources more comprehensively
, to emphasise public benefit by confirming that it is reasonable for the planning process to require opportunities for public participation and requiring appropriate public dissemination of the results and appropriate long term storage and archiving of the archive, and to confirm that it is reasonable to require commercial work, where appropriate, to be conducted by accredited historic environment professionals

All these points were included in the Select Committee’s recommendations.

Many of these proposals were also recommended by the All Party Parliamentary Archaeology Group (APPAG) in its comprehensive 2003 report on the current state of archaeology in the UK
.
We urge MPs to use this debate as an opportunity to show their support for forthcoming reforms which are anticipated in the White Paper, and to argue for the resourcing needed to make the reforms effective. As English Heritage has suggested, based on pilot projects and independent research, the modest set-up costs for the reformed system will be an investment to deliver significant medium-long term efficiencies to the processes for determining applications for planning permission and heritage consents.
We strongly support the Select Committee’s concerns about funding to English Heritage. The decline in EH funding in recent years, and the prospect of further reductions in the next spending round period, are a matter of considerable concern for the sector. We urge MPs to show their support for the heritage sector and press DCMS to present a more coherent and ‘joined up’ case for funding for the sector from the Treasury in the next spending round period.
The Forum believes that archaeology enriches us all. It matters in the 21st century because
· Archaeology is key to understanding an irreplaceable store of human history, most with no written record and sometimes highly vulnerable

· Understanding and appreciating this legacy makes a core contribution to local identity and to our sense of who we are as a nation and in our communities

· A sense of place and a common cultural perspective are essential ingredients of quality of life for communities and for individual citizens

· Archaeology links people in a direct way with continuity and change in our society and our surroundings

· Like other disciplines in the historic environment, archaeology makes a major contribution to the tourist economy and to heritage-led regeneration
Forum members would be very happy to provide individual briefings to MPs on archaeological issues either for this debate or for future occasions. In particular, Forum members are well positioned to identify constituency angles for general points which MPs may wish to contribute to the debate, and subsequent debates taking forward the White Paper.
Contact with Forum members can be achieved through the address details at the top of this briefing note.
� Available on the Forum’s web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.britarch.ac.uk/archforum" ��www.britarch.ac.uk/archforum� 


� Details are given in the Forum’s letter sent to DCLG Minister Baroness Andrews which is available on the Forum’s web site


� The Forum supports the English Heritage campaign Ripping up history. Details are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/conWebDoc.3932" ��http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/conWebDoc.3932� 


� Currently some types of archaeological site, such as flint scatters, are excluded from protection, and important palaeo-environmental deposits containing valuable evidence are also worthy of protection


� A revision of Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (Archaeology and Planning) is needed to bring it into line with current ‘best practice’ and enhance the public benefit of archaeological work


� Available on the APPAG web site at see � HYPERLINK "http://www.appag.org.uk" ��www.appag.org.uk�
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