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DRAFT POLICY ON HUMAN REMAINS

The Archaeology Forum is a grouping of the key independent bodies concerned with the archaeological investigation, management and interpretation of the UK’s historic environment – both buried remains and standing structures. The Forum provides opportunities for our institutions to discuss matters of common concern, to establish shared positions and promote clear and consistent messages from archaeological practitioners and other stakeholders. We work together with others in the historic environment sector through umbrella organisations like Heritage Link, HEREC, Built Environment Forum Scotland and Wales Environment Link. 

The Archaeology Forum welcomes the opportunity to respond to this consultation on the Museum's policy for human remains. Rather than make separate responses, the Forum has agreed to make a single representation to emphasise that this is the substantive view of our member institutions. The members of the Forum are listed below.
The Archaeology Forum endorses the principles behind the statement of purpose on page 4 of the document.  The Forum supports DCMS’s Guidance for the care of human remains in museums (2005), and Guidance for best practice for treatment of human remains excavated from Christian burial grounds in England (2005) published by English Heritage and the Church of England.

The Museum may wish to consider how closely its draft policy aligns with those guidance documents.  In particular we seriously concerned that 
· the requirement for consent (section 5) appears at variance with the principle of consultation set out in the DCMS guidance.  Such an approach allows for a balanced view to be taken of potentially conflicting values placed on the human remains, and does not appear to conflict with the Museum Association Code of Ethics.

· the policy states that the Museum will only acquire human remains ‘in exceptional circumstances’ (section 6), and fear that such a statement will make it difficult to accept the totality of archives from archaeological excavations.  Such an impediment would set the Museum apart from other archaeological archive centres and could have a major impact not only on archaeological but also medical research.
We hope that the Museum will take account of the detailed consideration by the archaeological community of these important issues when revising its draft policy.

Yours sincerely
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Peter Hinton

Convenor

	The Archaeology Forum’s members are

	The Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers 

The Association of Regional and Islands Archaeologists

The Council for British Archaeology 

The Institute of Field Archaeologists 

The Institute of Historic Building Conservation

The National Trust
	The National Trust for Scotland

Rescue: the British Archaeological Trust

The Society of Antiquaries of London 

The Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

The Standing Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers

The Society of Museum Archaeologists



