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Dear Ms Smalley,

A Draft Management Plan for The Wash Estuary System

Thank you for consulting the Historic Environment Forum on your draft Wash Estuary Management Plan.  We are grateful to you for this opportunity to comment.

The Historic Environment Forum is an informal grouping of organisations involved in archaeology and the historic environment. We have a national remit and, as such, it is not appropriate for us to comment in detail on the Plan but I hope that the following observations are helpful.

We feel that you should be congratulated on producing such a Plan both for better management of the Wash Estuary and in order to chart future development. We are conscious that the Wash is rich in both natural and historic environment resources and we welcome initiatives which seek to manage such resources in an holistic manner.

We are particularly pleased to see that the historic environment is specifically identified in section 3.3.2. This section could perhaps be more explicit about the importance of settlement in the Wash area and the need for careful consideration of the historic environment for sustainable development, not only of village communities but also of the major historic port towns of Boston and King’s Lynn.   We find it odd that the ‘Links’ paragraph here refers to the Federation of Norfolk Historical & Archaeological Societies rather than to the county-based archaeological service. We would suggest that it would be more helpful if this service was included (it has a website at www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk).

We understand that there have not been any systematic surveys of the historic environment of the Wash. Such surveys are always useful to inform  decision-making and it would therefore be helpful to support survey within the document. Here liaison with the local archaeological service as well as English Heritage would be sensible because we are aware of a number of projects (such as an archaeological coastal survey) which are taking place, for example in Norfolk. 
Nationally, reference could be made to some useful documents on the marine historic environment such as:

English Heritage 1996

England’s coastal heritage.

British Marine Aggregate Producers Association and English Heritage 2003

Marine Aggregate Dredging and the Historic Environment. Guidance Note.

Department of Culture Media & Sport 2004

Protecting our Marine Historic Environment: Making the System Work Better.

Thank you again for consulting us.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Hinton

Director, Institute of Field Archaeologists

