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Dear Mr Fox,

Culture Media and Sport Select Committee Inquiry:

Protecting, preserving and making accessible our nation’s heritage

EVIDENCE FROM THE ARCHAEOLOGY FORUM

The Archaeology Forum is a grouping of the key independent bodies concerned with the archaeological investigation, management and interpretation of the UK’s historic environment – both buried remains and standing structures.

The Forum provides opportunities for our institutions to discuss matters of common concern, to establish shared positions and promote clear and consistent messages from archaeological practitioners and other stakeholders. We work together with others in the historic environment sector through umbrella organisations like Heritage Link, HEREC, Built Environment Forum Scotland and Wales Environment Link.
The Archaeology Form (TAF) recently published Archaeology Enriches Us All, underlining the contribution that archaeology makes to society and setting out the actions we need to improve protection and accessibility of the heritage for the benefit 

of everyone. This vision for how we want to strengthen archaeology’s role and impact is attached here, together with a series of briefings prepared to support it, as our evidence to the Committee.

To realise archaeology’s full potential to play a part in creating a stronger society there is a need for

· Resources to guide and speed the reforms of heritage protection, including a statutory requirement for local authorities to have access to Historic Environment Record Services, and an end to the ‘class consents’ that allow protected sites to be ploughed up

· Reforms to planning guidance to ensure real public benefit from our heritage

· Opportunities to include archaeology in the national curricula and life-long learning, allowing every child to understand their roots and those of their neighbours

· The Heritage Lottery Fund to be allowed to continue its good work with community and archaeology projects

· Recognition of the UK’s responsibilities under relevant international conventions. 

In addition to these points detailed in our supporting evidence we would also like to underline particular issues raised by our individual member organisations.


Specifically we commend the evidence presented by the Society of Antiquaries of London and the Society of Museum Archaeologists about current issues for those responsible for museum archaeological collections and archives; and the evidence presented by the Institute of Field Archaeologists, which highlights the importance of recognition for accredited skills in heritage practice. The IFA also identifies the need for a representative, sector-wide forum to oversee and guide historic environment policy. This would build on the initial foundations provided by the Historic Environment Review Executive Committee (HEREC). 

We welcome this opportunity to submit evidence to the Committee’s inquiry into “Protecting, preserving and making accessible our nation’s heritage”. The Archaeology Forum would also be pleased to appear to present oral evidence to the inquiry if it would assist the Committee’s work.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Gill Chitty

Secretary
	The Archaeology Forum’s members are:

	The Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers 

The Association of Regional and Islands Archaeologists

The Council for British Archaeology 

The Institute of Field Archaeologists 

The Institute of Historic Building Conservation

The National Trust
	
The National Trust for Scotland

Rescue: the British Archaeological Trust

The Society of Antiquaries of London 

The Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

The Standing Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers

The Society of Museum Archaeologists



