
I am delighted to 
have recently 
taken over as 
CBA North 
Treasurer, a 
role previously 
undertaken by Han-
nah Wiggins and 
to serve as CBA 
bƻǊǘƘΩǎ ǿŜō ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ 

After only a few months as 
Treasurer, I have come to 
realise how much we, as a 
small charitable organisa-
tion, rely on the financial 
contributions of our mem-
bers to fund activities such 
as the printing and posting 
of our bi-annual newsletter 
and the holding of our An-
nual General Meeting. Many 
of you already generously 
support us, having regis-
tered with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/

cbanorth for high street 
shopping and http://
cbanorth.easysearch.org.uk 

for internet shopping. An-
other way you can offer sup-
port is to help us reduce our 
costs. With that in mind, we 
would like to encourage 
those of you who are able, 
to opt out of receiving a 
printed version of our news-
letter in favour of receiving 
an electronic version. Addi-
tionally, members can opt to 
receive informational mail-
ing (e.g., meeting and event 
announcements) by email 
rather than the post. Not 
only will you be helping CBA 

North but you will be doing 
your bit to help the envi-

ronment! To sign up to 
receive information and/
or newsletters by email, 

send your request to                         

cbanorthnews@britarch.ac.uk. 

 CBA North Website Launch 

In August, CBA North 
launched its new website 
www.britarch.ac.uk/cban 
with the kind and invaluable 
help of the CBA Secretariat 
in York. 

The site is available to mem-
bers and non-members 
alike, and aims to let people 
know who we are, what we 
do, and how to support us. It 
also provides details of 

forthcoming events and con-
tact details for local socie-
ties. Back issues of our 
newsletters are available 
here, although the most re-
cent newsletter is reserved 
exclusively for CBA North 
members. 

To post relevant announce-
ments or events to be adver-
tised online, or to provide 
feedback on our new web-
site, go to  
www.britarch.ac.uk/cban and 
ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ Ψ/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¦ǎΩΦ 
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CBA North Bamburgh Event 
By Paul Frodsham 

 

CBA North members were 
treated to a tour of this 
summer's excavations 
within Bamburgh Castle by 
excavation director Graeme 
Young. The ongoing excava-
tions at Bamburgh are pro-
viding evidence of human 
activity from 
prehistoric 
through until 
recent times, 
with new evi-
dence of Anglo-
Saxon settle-
ment proving 
particularly fasci-
nating. Members 
are encouraged 

to visit the project website 
(www.bamburghresearchpr
oject.co.uk) to find out 
more about what is without 
doubt one of the most im-
portant archaeological re-
search projects currently in 
progress in our region.     
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NEW FINDS LIAISON OFFICER FOR DURHAM 

Frances McIntosh recently started as a 
new part-time Finds Liaison Officer for 
Durham. She will be working two days 
a week and is based at Durham County 
Council. She will be covering the 
Southern part of the North East. If you 
have any stray finds which needs iden-
tifying and recording, then please con-

tact her on 0191-370-8843, email her 
at frances.mcintosh@durham.gov.uk, 
or post her a letter at 

Durham County Council 
The Rivergreen Centre 
Aykley Heads 
Durham 
DH1 5TS 

Chalcolithic/Early Bronze Age Metal Working Site 
By Stuart Noon, Finds Liaison Officer for Lancashire and Cumbria 

Five fieldwork sessions have been held 
since work on site commenced in ear-
nest in March. The weather conditions 
have been highly variable with heavy 
snow, high winds, heavy rain, and bak-
ing heat, but not at all at the same 
time thankfully! In addition to mem-
bers of CBA North and Architectural and 
Archaeological Society of Durham and 

Northumberland, fieldwork was supple-
mented by members of the Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society, Appleby Ar-
chaeology, and post-graduate students 
from Durham University. New volun-
teers are always welcome so if you are 
interested in this highly complex Late 
Medieval high status site please get in 
touch. 

Findings so far include evidence of a 
second earlier tower of possible 14th 

century date, whose front 
wall was later re-used as the 
back wall of the 15th century 
tower. The surviving door-
way had become substan-
tially distorted by the weight 
of the 15th century tower 
bearing down upon it. An 
inner chamber or oubliette 
has been identified forming 
the private domestic office 
of the family with evidence 
surviving of furnishing and 
the dramatic nature of the abandon-
ment of the site in the mid 16th cen-
tury. 

Elsewhere the modern boundary wall 
has yielded evidence of a late 16th cen-
tury park boundary and further evi-
dence of a Medieval stone bridge. We 

have a total station earthwork plan 
kindly supplied by Ed Dennison Ar-
chaeological Associates.  

If you are interested in volunteering, 
then please contact Erik Matthews on 
079 5138 0829 or email 
rubyna.matthews@btinternet.com.  

Lammerside Fieldwork Update 
By Erik Matthews 

Keith and Matthew preparing elevation drawings of the 
windows. Photo by Jenny Morrison. 

A possibly internationally important 
assemblage of Chalcolithic/Early 
Bronze Age metalworking finds werdis-
covered in South 
Cumbria. A single 
find of a copper dag-
ger was reported to 
Stuart Noon, Port-
able Antiquities 
Scheme (PAS) Lanca-
shire and Cumbria, 
who identified it as a 
copper Chalcolithic 
dagger 2500-2100 
BC. This assessment was confirmed by 
Paul Garwood, Senior Lecturer in Pre-
history, University of Birmingham (UB). 

On further questioning the finder re-

vealed that it was found in association 
with 3 sizeable fragments of copper 
cake, a possible riveting tool, and a 

copper fishhook. Upon 
examination, the site 
revealed natural cop-
per ingots, crucible 
fragments, and furnace 
waste all within a local-
ised narrow area 
indicating a very 
early metal work-
ing site. 

Landowner permission is now 
being sought to carry out further 
investigation of the site compris-
ing magnetometer and targeted 
excavation by PAS in collabora-

tion 
with UB. 
The 
items 
re-
ported 
thus far will be analysed by UB. 

Other finds from the site include two 
Iron Age terret rings and a series of 

very fine Roman 
brooches. It is pos-
sible these items 
indicate a continu-
ance of metal 
working into the 
Iron Age and 
Romano-British 
periods. 

Figure 2: Copper cake 

Figure 3: Possible riveting 
tool 

Figure 1: Copper dagger 
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